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Trees sacrificed for new lot

Short-term parking lot will provide 68 spaces near CMU
By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Staff Writer

Last Thursday, chainsaws
roared and wood chips flew as
24 mature trees were removed
to make way for a new parking lot between the CMU and
Lommen.
In an effort to allow better access and convenience to
the buildings, the new lot will
provide 68 short-term parking
spaces. Of the total, there will
be 45 two-hour spaces; 15 30minute spaces; and the rest for
handicap parking.
Campus Security Officer,
Mitch Osland said, “The new
parking lot will have individual meters for every space,
so bring your nickels and
dimes.”
As a result of the tree removal, some Moorhead residents,
as well as MSUM students, are
wondering if this was really
the best choice.
Cindy Sogn, MSUM parking coordinator said, “I don’t
know how we can do any better. We can accommodate the
most people this way.”
Sogn also added that the
parking office had been looking at this area for a long time

Building peace
Hiroshima Peace
Tour provides
insight into
nuclear warefare

Features, Page 3

jon lambert / advocate photo editor

Roger Fischer of Roger Fischer Tree Services delimbs a mature pine tree in the lot west of the CMU
on Sept. 20. Twenty-four trees were removed to make way for a new parking lot.

and that it was the best option
to get drivers closer to the
CMU, library and Lommen.
The MSUM parking committee chose the location of
the parking lot and as Osland
said, “Basically, no commuters
came to the meeting. Students
can make a difference, but they

White-hot Homecoming

need to come to the meeting.”
Parking committee meetings are held nearly every
week and parking appeals are
a frequent topic.
On Tuesday, the stumps of
the trees in the lot were ripped
from the ground with a backhoe. Onlookers had mixed

feelings about the future parking lot.
One student said there is a
need for parking, while another thought the trees made a
nice wind break.

Dragging e-mail
Days of unreliable
e-mail access annoy
students who want
a long-term solution

Opinion, page 6

parking lot, page 14

Thinking freely
Campus org. unites ideologies
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Editor

jon lambert / advocate photo editor

As usual, the Burning of the “M” kicked-off Homecoming’s “Best
Week Ever” Monday night at Nemzek Field. For a complete list of
Homecoming events, visit www.mnstate.edu/homecoming.

No, the Campus Freethought
Alliance is not an atheist club.
“Although, a lot of us are
atheists,” Freethought Alliance
co-founder Liz Johanson said.
“The point of the Campus
Freethought Alliance, for us,
is to give students who have
non-traditional beliefs a place
where they can talk and not
get shot down.”
As one of MSUM’s newest
organizations, the Freethought
Alliance works to challenge all
kinds of misperceptions, said
co-founder Tarver Mathison.
Juniors Mathison and
Johanson hope the Freethought
Alliance will unite people of
different ideologies.
The group discusses, “anything that other people are not
willing to discuss, things that
normally get shoved under
the rug and things that people
do not feel comfortable talking about,” Mathison said.
After two members of
American cult leader Michael
Woroniecki’s family visit-

ed campus on Sept. 10, the
Freethought Alliance held
a meeting to discuss their
visit’s impact on campus.
Their Sept. 13 meeting, “I
Saw the Signs: Evangelism,
Sin and the Party in Hell,”
drew about 30 people from the
MSUM community.
The Freethought Alliance
is modeled after The Center
for Inquiry, an international
organization that is dedicated
to promoting and defending
reason, science and freedom of
inquiry in education.
The Center for Inquiry also
encourages the enhancement
of freethought, skepticism,
secularism, humanism, philosophical naturalism, rationalism and atheism on college
and high school campuses.
MSUM’s
Freethought
Alliance will work to challenge misrepresentations of
non-religious
convictions
and counter religious extremism, while also encouraging
freedom from superstition,
Mathison said.

Alliance, back page

Worth the wait
Students lined up
for Tuesday’s
midnight release
of Halo 3

A&E, page 8

Expanding division
NSIC expands to
include four new
schools for 2008
athletic competitions

Sports, page 13
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ecurity
Report
9.18-9.24

9.18 Suspicious activity in
Snarr
9.18 911 hang-up in Snarr
9.18 Alcohol offenses on 18th
Street South
9.19 Alcohol offenses in
Holmquist
9.19 Noise complaint in
Holmquist
9.19 911 hang-up in Flora Frick
9.19 911 hang-up in Snarr
9.19 Motor vehicle accident in
Lot C
9.19 Assist MPD in Grantham
9.19 Drug/ narcotics offenses
in library
9.19 Theft/ larceny in Snarr
9.19 Alcohol offenses in Snarr
9.19 Burglary alarm in Center
for the Arts
9.19 Burglary alarm in MacLean
9.20 Alcohol offenses Snarr
9.20 Noise complaint in Ballard
9.21 Alcohol offenses,
disorderly conduct,
threats, trespassing
between Murray Commons
and Snarr
9.21 Criminal damage to
property in lot V-3
9.22 Noise complaint in Snarr
9.23 Trespassing in library
9.23 Vandalism in Holmquist

News Briefs

Hendrix contest
open for enrollment

Sign up at Hendrix Health
Center for the Walktober
Challenge from Friday to Oct.
5. Participants should form
teams of three and will be
given pedometers to monitor
how far they walk each day.
Teams can consist of students, faculty and staff. The
team who walks the most
steps will be eligible for weekly prizes as well as a grand
prize at the end of the month.
Prizes include: water bottles,
T-shirts, massages and more.
Contact Lynn Peterson at 4772211 for more information.

Great Plains given
musical tribute

The Greeks have their
Odyssey, and now the Great
Plains of America has Songs
from the Tall Grass, a new
musical. Songs from the Tall
Grass uses lyrics from the
1800s and original contemporary music to weave a tale of
hope and the ties that bind
families together. The musical will be at 7:30 p.m. today
(Thursday) in the Hansen
Theatre. For ticket information, please contact the MSUM
Box Office at 477-2271.

Advocate meetings: Library celebrates
4:30 p.m. Mondays banned books
in CMU 110.
The library will celebrate
The
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Banned Books week from
Saturday to Oct. 6 with the
theme, “Ahoy! Treasure Your
Freedom to Read and Get
Hooked on a Banned Book.”
According to the ALA
Web site, the most frequently
banned book for 2006 was
“And Tango Makes Three” by
Justin Richardson and Peter
Parnell. This book is based
upon a true story of two male
penguins who raise an abandoned egg in the New York
Central Park Zoo. The library
has a display of adult banned
books in the main lobby as
well as a display of children’s
banned books.
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Study in Japan on a
scholarship

The international programs
office would like to remind
students who are interested in
studying in Japan during the
2008 spring semester to apply
for a “Bridging Scholarship,”
worth $2,500 for a semester
and $4,000 for a year. The
deadline for spring semester
is Oct. 5 and the deadline for
fall 2008 semester is April 7.
For more information, go to
www.colorado.edu/ealc/atj/
Bridging/scholarships.html.

Geneologists
present workshop

“Old Trails, New Highways”
is the theme for the thirtysecond workshop scheduled
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Oct. 6
in the CMU. The 2007 Family
History Workshop features two
nationally acclaimed genealogists: Dick Eastman, author of
Eastman’s Online Genealogy
Newsletter, and Kathy Meade,
North American representative for Genline.

Discount taxi fares
available in OSA

Currently registered MSUM
students can pick up DriveA-Dragon stickers in CMU 229
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Students should
bring a current class schedule
and student ID.

This spring break,
visit France

An informational meeting
about a spring break trip to
Paris will be held at 4 p.m Oct.
18 in CMU 214. The tour will
be led by Dr. Jim Kaplan of
MSUM’s department of languages and cultures. Every
day, participants will enjoy
an excursion to the historical and cultural attractions of
Paris. Students may register
for French 290 to obtain one
or two credits. The group will
leave Fargo on Feb. 29 and
return on March 9. Faculty,
staff and students are invited.

Jon Lambert/ Photo Editor

NSIC Player of the Week MSUM quarterback Dustin Long meditates
before the best performance of his MSUM career against Wayne
State. See Page 12 for more highlights from the Saturday game.

Swedish heritage
Tri-college event
discussed at lecture aimed at students
The Heritage Hjemkomst
Interpretive Center presents
a workshop on Sweden from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Oct. 21
as a part of its multicultural
series. Sally Sologuk and Nels
Backman will be presenting.

Enrollment opens
for Eurospring

Applications are now
being accepted for the 2008
Eurospring program. The
program lasts eight weeks.
Eurospring gives students
the opportunity to study in
Oxford, England and tour various countries in Europe while
receiving credit. Contact the
international programs office
at 477-2956.

A graduate school/professional day workshop will be
held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Oct.
2 in CMU 208. The workshop
will discuss the application
process, timelines, personal
statements and many other
helpful tips for applying to
graduate school.
The Tri-College Professional
& Graduate Day will be held
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Oct.
3 in the ballroom of the CMU.
This will highlight over 35
graduate programs that will
be able to answer questions
about anything from admissions to on-campus life to
career exploration. For more
information, call Career
Services at 477-2131.
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Students experience different
perspectives in Hiroshima tour

“The logic that the U.S.
government
used (for nuclear
Features Editor
weapons) could be used by
It has been more than 60 another country…in order to
years since the United States shorten the war,” Shastri said.
dropped
atomic
bombs
The focus, however, remains
over the Japanese cities of a philosophical discussion.
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a
“Was it ethical?” Mita said.
controversial and devastating “We have to be aware that the
decision that has created much use of atomic bombs involves
discourse over the years.
a lot of innocent people.”
As a part of that discourse,
While in Japan, students
the Hiroshima Peace Studies visit many sites, including
Tour presents students with the peace garden, a nuclear
first-hand experience of the research institution, cultural
city of Hiroshima through sites and also meet a variety of
preliminary discussions and speakers, including survivors,
learning workshops to their scientists and peace studies
trip over to Japan, where scholars.
they visit many of the historic
As a part of the course, stusites.
dents reflect in journals about
The tour, taught by Takanori their experience.
Mita, chair of the Department
Mita also wants more conof Languages
We have to be aware nection for stuand Culture,
that the use of atomic dents with those
and Ananda
bombs involves a lot of their own genof innocent people.
Shastri, proeration.
fessor in the
“This
year,
Takanori Mita
department of
we are planning
physics and Chair of the Department of on having more
Languages and Culture
a s t r o n o m y,
young Japanese
will be held once again over people and our MSUM stuspring break. This is the tour’s dents gather together and dissecond year.
cuss the issue,” Mita said.
The tour doesn’t have any
Both professors agree that
political goals, Mita said. the focus of the tour isn’t the
Instead, it focuses on philo- past.
sophical discussions about
“We are future-directed. We
peace.
are not looking back on the
“We are not making any history of what happened,”
kind of political message, our Mita said.
aim is peace studies for the
As for the students who
future,” Shastri said.
have gone on past trips,
Students are presented Shastri said the unique experiwith various perspectives on ence was eye-opening.
the issue of atomic bombs
“They’re shocked. And they
in their pre-trip sessions. start thinking seriously about
They also practice some basic what good they can do, and
Japanese, learn about Japanese how to bring in peace withculture and contextualize the out nuclear weapons. After
issue surrounding nuclear each day, after each side-trip,
weapons.
they are seriously talking in
By BRITTANY KNUDSON

“

submitted photo

The ruins of the A-bomb dome, one of the most well-known symbols of the peace park, was one of the
closest buildings to the hypocenter of the explosion and one of the monuments visited on the tour.

the lobby—and we are really
happy about that,” Mita said.
“I think overall it gives
them some insight to another
perspective on a very important issue and also to intro-

submitted photo

A group of visitors contemplates the memorial cenotaph, which has the words, “Repose ye in Peace,
for the error shall not be repeated,” echoing the philosophy of peace integrated into the tour.

duce them to a cultural component,“ Shastri said.
The course is open to students in all majors. The application for the tour is due on Oct.
19. More information about

the cost of the trip and course
description can be found at
http://physics.mnstate.edu/
shastri/Hiroshima.
Knudson can be reached
at knudsobr@mnstate.edu.
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Cheerleading for the ages
May-Machunda named 2007 Bush Leadership Fellow
By AMY LEARN
Staff Writer

Phyllis May-Machunda,
chair of the MSUM multicultural studies department,
was awarded a 2007 Bush
Fellowship.
The Bush Fellowship Leader
Award is designed to help further the leadership skills and
help meet the goals that the
individuals made for themselves.
All candidates submit a proposal for a project and a goal.
May-Machunda’s goal is to
finish her work and research
on African-American cheerleading and to finish her Ph.D.
in folklore and ethnomusicology at Indiana University.
During the finals, there were

35 candidates; May-Machunda time.
is one of 19 that took home
The traditions in Africanthe award. The winners are American cheerleading are
awarded funds to help them different than those in solely
meet their goals.
white cheerleading, MayM a y Machunda
No one has
Machunda has
said.
documented the
been conducting
H o w e v e r,
(cheerleading)
traditions before.
intense research
they are much
on
Africancloser
now
American cheer- Phyllis May-Machunda
than they were
leading over the Bush Leadership Fellow
10 to 15 years
years and being
ago.
awarded this award will help
“No one has documented
her finish her work.
the (cheerleading) traditions
In her dissertation titled, before me,” May-Machunda
“Uhn! Ain’t
It
Funky said.
Now?:
African-American
Having a musical backCheerleading as Play and ground, she found herself
Performance in Washington, intrigued with the beats,
D.C.,” she analyzes the tra- rhythm and movements that
ditions of cheerleading and are in cheerleading.
how things have changed over
Cheerleading has changed

“

over time, just like other dances, such as the Charleston, the
funky chicken and the twist.
“The moves have found
their way into the cheers,”
May-Machunda said.
May-Machunda has a few
other interests in mind to
research, and winning this
award has opened the door to
possibly doing so. She would
like to see research done in
African-American families,
history of black culture in the
Midwest, and anti-racism.
Though her research on
African-American cheerleading is still going on, she has
had many offers to publish
her work.
Learn can be reached
at amyL228@hotmail.com.

Submitted photo

Multicultural studies professor
Phyllis May-Machunda is a 2007
Bush Leadership Fellow.

WAR, from PAGE 7
The U.S. is now in a position to “give Israel the nod to
launch an attack of their own
on Tehran, who would retaliate against U.S. forces,” the
Guardian Unlimited also said.
Currently, the U.S. says
we aren’t going to attack, yet
the Newstatesman gives an
alarming account of how the
U.S. military is ready to go.
“The U.S. has built three
bases in Azerbaijan that could
be transit points for troops,”
the publication states. Point A
isn’t matching to point B.
Why all this secrecy?
Good question.
We had better figure it out.

No war in Iran?
E-mail Wilson-Mattson
at wilsonle@mnstate.edu.
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Advocate editorial board
Alyssa Schafer
Editor

Ben Sailer
Opinion Editor

E-mail full of
problems, but
help might be
on the way

Have you been experiencing any difficulties using your
DragonMail account lately? Are you frustrated with
how often your campus e-mail address is rendered inaccessible because the server is down? Have you ever
waited on an important message, only for it to never
arrive because your mail server swallowed it in transit?
If you answered “yes” to any of the questions listed
above, you’re not alone. Since last spring, many
students and faculty members have complained about
having problems using Dragonmail. We were told there
would be some hiccups with the campus e-mail system
while it was being tweaked, and for a while we were
willing to accept that.
However, several months have since passed with no
signs of improvement, and Dragonmail remains as
broken as ever. People’s patience has worn thin, and
understandably so. It’s just one more item on a short
list of things on our campus that don’t always work the
way they’re supposed to.
According to system administrator Bryan Kotta, the
Information Technology department is hard at work
on a solution, and is communicating with our school’s
administration about what best can be done to improve Dragonmail’s perfomance.
The problems, Kotta said, are being caused by the campus e-mail system being stored on servers that aren’t
large enough to handle the amount of traffic Dragonmail receives. They upgraded to a larger server over
the summer, but apparently that wasn’t enough.
The answer to this problem is to switch over from an
Mbox format to a MailDir format. Don’t ask us what
those words mean specifically, because we don’t know,
but in layman’s terms that means they’re bumping
up the amount of storage on the e-mail servers. That
should translate into a huge boost in perfomance, and
hopefully, an end to everyone’s e-mail woes.
“None of us are taking this lightly,” Kotta said. He also
explained that they are working under severe time constraints, but a decision on what exactly is going to be
done to improve our e-mail service will likely be made
soon, possibly even by the time this goes to print.
It won’t happen overnight, but if all goes to plan, we
should be able to enjoy problem-free e-mail service
soon enough. Fingers crossed.
It remains to be seen if, and when, any real improvements to DragonMail will be made. For the time being,
students and faculty can check the mainpage of the
MSUM Web site (http://www.mnstate.edu) for updates
on when the e-mail service will be down and any other
related developments.

Campus trees get paved
Resident says parking lot will lower property values
When I returned home this told me there was nothing the
afternoon I saw a picture in council could do.
The Forum that said MSUM
MSUM could do whatevwas going to destroy an idyllic er they wanted, the council
campus green area to put in a couldn’t stop them. Nothing?
62 unit parking lot!
It’s a shame that our city
It was a picture filled with council has such disregard for
beautiful trees and
older neighMSUM had once
rolling landscape.
borhoods.
again acted quickly They spend
This distressed me
and stealthily to
greatly. When I
much
time
accomplish what they most
went to talk to my
taking kudos
likely couldn’t have if they had
neighbors about asked for neighborhood input for creation
this, I was greeted regarding their destructive
of new neighby the clear-cut- actions.
borhoods and
ting destruction as
expanding
C.J. Johnson
evidenced by the
the city. It’s so
Moorhead resident
attached pictures.
sad that they
MSUM had once again care not about those neighboracted quickly and stealthily hoods that have been here for
to accomplish what they most many years. Perhaps expanlikely couldn’t have if they sion ranks much higher than
had asked for neighborhood the preservation of quality of
input regarding their destruc- life in the older areas of the
tive actions.
city.
A few years ago we went
However, as the older
through a scenario very simi- neighborhoods deteriorate so
lar when MSUM bought the does the safety of the residents
house of the corner of 6th Ave. in those neighborhoods and,
S. and 14th St.
in this case, students who freI find it interesting that their quent these neighborhoods.
many parking lots remain
MSUM asked for no input
unfilled to capacity, yet they on the impact that this action
secretively move to destroy a would have on our neighbeautiful campus green-space, borhood. They’ve done this
and play area for their on-site before. No input on the drop
daycare, to unnecessarily cre- in property values that will be
ate more.
realized by the owners across
I called our council repre- the street or of the properties
sentative, John Rowell, and he in the next tier to the north,

“

that will also realize a drop in
value. There is a ripple effect
that will cost all of us homeowners in this area. I know,
I live here. I know what an
impact this will have. How
sad, and costly, it is to have
MSUM for a neighbor.
If you can, help us address
this situation. Let the FargoMoorhead area know what
our ‘bad neighbor’ has done,
yet again.
We’ve been through this
type of wanton disregard for
our neighborhood too many
times before and now it has
reared it’s ugly head once
again. It’s a shame that MSUM,
through its actions, impresses
upon its students that “might
is right.” That others are powerless when the ‘powers that
be’ decide to do what they can
simply because they can.
What a sad way to prepare
students to deal with the real
world. What a way to teach
that it’s OK to do something
that will affect others negatively just because.
For our neighborhood this
is a no-win situation. As John
said, there’s nothing that can
be done...nothing?

C.J. Johnson,
Moorhead resident

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the
Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Celebrities branch out, with mixed results
This weekend I went to see
the new movie, “Good Luck
Chuck,” starring Jessica Alba
and comedian Dane Cook.
While this movie did pretty
terrible in movie reviews, I
did actually enjoy it.
If you see it, don’t expect an
original plot, as it tries to be
romantic and gushy at times.
However, there were a few
aspects that were fresh to me.
The lead male, Dane Cook, was
not a typical doofus, and the
lead female was not supposed
to be a sexy siren. I enjoyed
the silly humor, reminiscent
of “Anchorman.” It was the
kind of movie that can be
enjoyed by both sexes, as there

were romantic
moments for the
women (Cook’s
character actually wanted to
pursue a meaningful relationship), and lots of
breasts and sex jokes for the
men.
But, the point of this rant is
not to talk about this particular movie. After viewing it,
I thought that it was Cook’s
best movie yet. Then, I got
thinking about how he rose to
fame through comedy, not acting. Over the past few years, it
seems that everybody who is
“in” the industry in some way

has to cross over to a different
source of fame and money.
Some claim it was their dream
to design a clothing line (or
whatever that crossover is for
that person) and some seem to
take the “Hey, might as well”
stance.
Of all the celebrity fragrances out there, I have heard that
only two have taken an active
role in the production and testing of it. Sarah Jessica Parker

and Celine Dion continually
checked on the progress of
their perfumes and strived for
the perfect scent. Others just
signed their name to a product
and called it theirs.
It seems everyone is also
designing a clothing line.
Pamela Anderson, Jessica
Simpson, J. Lo, Amanda Bynes
and Hilary Duff are among just
a few of the females. Perhaps
the most recognizable project
by a man is ‘Sean John’ by P.
Diddy, who has gone from
rapper to producer to designer. Or is it Puff Daddy, or just
Diddy? Who can keep up?
Then there are those people who just do things for no

real reason or motivation. It is
just so perturbing when people with little talent to begin
with start a new venture that
is even worse than the first
thing they did! Does Victoria
Beckham really need to start a
cosmetics line, does anybody
care when Paris Hilton tries
to sing or when Shaq tries to
act and rap, when he could be
using his time to learn how to
free-throw?
And so my question to you
all is this: Are celebrity crossovers fair?
Like celebrity cross-overs?
E-mail Huggett
at huggettam@mnstate.edu.

Justice upheld

Possibility of war looming
Ok, here’s the deal. Unless
you have been living under
a rock or have been too busy
to pay attention to the news,
you know the idea of the U.S.
attacking Iran is closing in
on the radar. The question at
hand is, “Is the U.S. going to
attack Iran?”
Some news reports say
“Yes”; others say, “No.”
Publications around the
world are weighing in on the
question.
The Bush Administration
early in office branded Iran as
one of three countries in the
“Axis of Evil.” According to
the Guardian Unlimited, Iran
was thought to be capable of

supplying arms to various terrorist groups. In 2006, Iran
“resumed uranium enrichment,” reported the BBC, “a
process that can make fuel for
power station or material for a
nuclear bomb.”
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
the president of Iran, claims
that they are not enriching
uranium for nuclear purposes. According to the Guardian
Unlimited, “The U.S. has stated that it will not allow Iran to

have nuclear weapons.”
Now, here is the catch; if
the U.S. attacks Iran, Iran has
already stated that it will close
the Strait of Hormuz. A significant amount of oil goes
though this waterway. Big
deal? Yes.
Now, the other aspect of this
is that the Israelis, currently a
U.S. ally, have stated that if,
“Iran comes close to acquiring a nuclear weapon, and the
world fails to prevent it, then
Israel will stop it on its own,”
according to the Guardian
Unlimited.

WAR, PAGE 4

We all know that life likes to screw us over once in a while.
During college, the most frequent source of feeling taken advantage of, or ripped off, comes from the college institution itself.
If we’re not being charged exorbitant amounts of money for
books, it’s for tuition or other random fees (like for a wellness
center that we’ll never get to use).
The most recent and outrageous story I’ve heard on this subject happened to a friend of mine just a few weeks ago. He finished up some classes in the summer, and had approval from all
but one necessary person to graduate, and was ready to receive
his diploma. Apparently, someone, missed something: he took a
remedial class a couple years ago and it was counted for credits
toward graduation when it should not have been, hence leaving
him three credits short of his goal.
He was not only devastated about this, he was irate. He called
around, looking for answers or ways to get around this, but the
only answer anyone would give him was that the three credits
could be tacked onto his internship, but that he would have to
pay the extra $750 or so for them.
Naturally, he is broke, as is anyone who has just completed
college, and he was not in a position to obtain $750. Frustrated
and at the end of his rope, this friend of mine decided to take his
problem right to “The Man” himself: President Roland Barden.
My friend wrote a letter in which he stated his case, including
that fact that so many people who had checked out his grades
and stats had missed this one small technicality, and then he
waited for a response he was sure would never come. But then,
one day, it did come and the good president waived the fee and
my friend got his diploma on time, without having to sell his
kidney to do so.
The moral of the story here is that even though school is
usually draining on your pocketbook and your belief in justice,
sometimes people will surprise you, and a red-letter day will
come around after all.
Been ripped off lately?
E-mail Kveno at samantha1825@hotmail.com.
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A video game with big shoes to fill

Gamers line up outside Fargo store in anticipation of ‘Halo 3’ midnight release
By MAX HEESCH
Staff Writer

Mario. Link. Donkey Kong.
All are legends of the gaming industry. Each has proved
itself to the gaming community, leading to multiple game
franchises on different consoles and merchandising in a
multi-billion dollar market.
Now, a new legend is
about to secure its place in
this elite brotherhood. Clad
in dull green armor, dented
and scarred from years of battle, Spartan-117, more commonly called the Master Chief,
now prepares for one more
assault in “Halo 3,” which was
released at midnight Tuesday.
“Halo 3” for the gaming
system Xbox 360 is the last in
a trilogy of games that have
revolutionized first-person

shooters.
Many games have
tried to surpass it,
dubbing themselves
as “Halo killers,” but
most—if not all—
have failed. If any
of the news released
about “Halo 3” over
the past three years
is to be believed,
no other game will
come close for a long
while.
“It’s a great game
with a great storyline
and comes with bragging rights,” said
both Jack Stromberg
and Than Helick, two
of the many gamers
who braved the lines
Monday night.

Killer application

When the original Microsoft Xbox
appeared on the market in fall 2001, it was
released with only a
handful of games
available during the
launch.
One of those games
was “Halo,” a sci-fi
shooter that took the
Jon Lambert / Advocate photo editor
platform by storm.
Andrew Bonasia, left, stands at the front of the line Monday night at the Fargo Gamestop, where he had waited
The story of the Halo
since 6:15 p.m. for the midnight release of “Halo 3.” He plans on playing his new game with his four MSUM
universe revolves roommates for the next few days straight.
around the Master
Chief, the last of a
in November of 2004. Within a hold of the gaming indus- books, “Ghosts of Onyx” and
military elite group known as a year, “Halo 2” out-grossed try, but with its unique and soon-to-be-released “Contact
the Spartans.
its predecessor, with 7 million enthralling storyline, it has Harvest,” don’t deal with the
After a horrific space bat- copies sold.
branched out into many facets Master Chief, but reveal a bit
tle on his ship by the fanati“Halo 3” is set to break all of popular culture.
more about the worlds that
cal Covenant, an alliance of previous video games’ records
Along with the games, the make up a very intricate and
various alien species that see with an estimated 1.5 million Halo universe now encom- highly original concept.
the humans as an affront to pre-orders already sold. Post- passes books, comics, mertheir gods, the Master Chief release sales numbers were chandising and especially Loading…
is forced to survive on a ring- unavailable at press time.
machinima, or movies made
It is the highly creative
like structure known as Halo,
Being one of the most suc- with the games. The popular and, more importantly, addicwhile simultaneously fighting cessful video game franchises Web-series “Red vs. Blue” was tive game play of the Halo
the Covenant and a parasitic in gaming history, the Halo made with these techniques, series that leads many hardspecies called the Flood.
series is clearly deserving of its and has become a hilarious core gamers to weather the
The game quickly became title of “killer application,” as it success.
elements and brave the other
Xbox’s bestselling game, with clears any game that challenges
Most notable, though, are hardcore fans to secure that
more than five million copies it out of the way with ease.
the books, which not only give ever-so-coveted copy of “Halo
sold to date. This soon became
readers in-depth detail of the 3” the moment it was released
overshadowed by the sequel, The infection spreads
Halo world, but also expands at midnight Tuesday.
“Halo 2,” which was released
Not only has Halo taken on it. The two most recent
Gamestop, one of the many
video game vendors throughout the F-M area, was one of
the few venues to hold a midnight release.

Halo, page 10
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Plains Art Museum displays professor’s photography
By AMY LEARN
Staff Writer

The Plains Art Museum will
be showing the work of MSUM
professor Wayne Gudmundson
today (Thursday) through Jan.
6, 2008.
An opening reception will
be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Saturday. Admission costs $10
for non-members and is free to
museum members.
The exhibition is made up
of photos that are featured
in Gudmundson’s ninth published book, “A Considered
View.” The official release is
Sept. 29.
The breathtaking photos of
the North Dakota and Iceland
landscapes are images often
passed by everyday people,
but Gudmundson makes them
beautiful.
“It is the proliferation of
less obvious man-made marks
on the canvas of the earth’s
surface that fascinates me,”
Gudmundson said.
He has been shooting photography since the 1970s. It
was a workshop in Aspen,
Colo., in 1971 that triggered
his love for photography.
His passion and ability to
take remarkable photographs
has taken him to many places
and through many adventures.

“Over the years, I have
worked on many projects that
were driven by specific subjects—an oil boom, cemetery
folk art, ethnic log structures,
a government canal system,
Icelandic ancestral landscapes,” Gudmundson said.
Being of Icelandic decent,
Gudmundson does a lot of his
work in Iceland. Two Icelandic
museums are also interested
in showing the exhibition, “A
Considered View.”
His approach to photography is simple: he shoots by
himself, takes a car and ventures the back roads. With
such a simple process, his
work comes out to be detailed
and poetic.
“A 4 by 5-inch negative is
capable of rendering detail
from your toes to infinity,”
Gudmundson said.
The majority of his work
is shot by a 4 by 5-inch view
camera that was given to him
as a gift from a friend. It’s a
great and fairly inexpensive
camera, he said.
“My hope for this exhibit
was to show a representative
body of my work that accurately reflects my interests,”
he said.
Prairie Public Television
and Gudmundson are working together to produce a halfhour special of Gudmundson

and his work. The
crew will follow
him when he shoots
in the winter time
and they will also
accompany him to
Iceland in July.
“Your art is a
reflection of who
you are,” he said.
Gudmundson’s
work is featured in
many galleries, such
as the Museum of
Modern Art, New
York City; the Paine
Webber Collection,
New York City; and
the San Francisco
Museum of Modern
Art.
The Plains Art
Museum’s
hours
are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.
Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday
and
Saturday;
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday; and 1 to
5 p.m. Sunday.
Museum admission is free for memAmanda Braud / The Advocate
bers, youth and stuMSUM
professor
Wayne
Gudmundson
prepares
for
his
photo exhibit, “A
dents with ID; $4
Considered View.” It will be on display at the Plains Art Museum today
for educators with (Thursday) through Jan. 6, 2008.
ID and seniors; and
$5 for adults. Free
For more information at www.plainsart.org.
admission days are every sec- about Gudmundson’s exhibond and fourth Thursday of it or the Plains Art Museum,
Learn can be reached
the month.
visit the museum’s Web site
at amyl228@hotmail.com.
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Green group encourages students to conserve
By DERRICK PAULSON
Staff Writer

Last year, the Network of
Environmentally Educated
Dragons (NEED), a new special interest organization, was
created with the drive “to help
make MSUM a more sustainable campus and lessen its
environmental footprint.”
“We are geared toward anything that will help the environment of the community
and campus,” Tracey Sand,
co-chair of NEED, said.
“There have been environmental groups on campus
before, but last year, we got
signed, we got registered,
we got a constitution and all
that,” junior NEED member
Lawrence Stahl said.
This student organization
was founded by MSUM’s

halo, From page 8
Those desperate enough to
wait the long hours to get the
game at 12:01 a.m. wasted no
time in staking the place out.

Tedium

“I was actually here at 9
p.m. yesterday waiting before

Director of Environmental
Health and Safety, Alan Breuer
in 2006. Breuer also oversees
the recycling effort on campus, which is implemented in
the MSUM residential halls
by Stahl. Currently, MSUM’s
recycling process and NEED
are unrelated.
“We want to increase a more
conscientious awareness of
recycling on campus,” Stahl
said. “We noticed that so many
students just throw a plastic
bottle—right next to the recycling bin—into the trash.”
Last year, NEED helped
raise awareness of environmental problems by showing
films such as ‘An Inconvenient
Truth’ in the Science Lab, and
by planning Earth Week events
for the campus.
“It was a tri-college event
with NDSU and Concordia,”

Stahl said. “During this time,
we had a music festival, tiedyed shirts, gave out free
food, and had people selling
environmentally friendly jewelry and clothing.”
“NEED is probably best
remembered by returning
students for the ‘hippie-fest’
on the campus mall,” junior
NEED member Barbara Michel
said, “but we also organized
the campus wide RecycleMania program.”
Over the summer, NEED
created a Facebook group and
was able to use their budget to
install new bike racks around
campus.
“The bike racks were
installed because some students said they didn’t like to
bike to school because they
were scared of their bikes
being stolen,” Michel said.

a cop came over to me and
told me I couldn’t stay here, so
today I was here at 6:15,” said
Andrew Monticia, an avid
gamer who secured the first
spot in the increasingly long
line in front of the store.
By 7:30 p.m., a group of
about eight game enthusiasts

gathered in front of the store,
ready for the trails that lay
ahead. A slow trickle of people
started lining up with their
pre-order receipts in hand up
until 9 p.m., when the official
reservation line began.
And then the mist started.

Trials and tribulations

Just as many gamers came
to join the official line, a haze
of mist started to blow on
those in the line. It then progressed to a heavy drizzle that
coated all of the waiters, making for a very unpleasant hour
and a half.
When it lightened up, John
Kadrmas, the manager of
Gamestop, came out and read
off Halo trivia to keep the
crowd occupied while they
waited.
In between, the crowd kept
themselves busy by reminiscing about their best Halo

				

cary knudson / the advocate

The Network of Environmentally Educated Dragons meets from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., every other Thursday in CMU 214.

“The new racks are higher
security, which will hopefully increase bike traffic and
reduce car traffic.”
This year, NEED had its first
meeting in CMU 214 on Sept.
13. The group meets from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m., every other
Thursday.
At their first meeting the
group elected new officers:
Meagan Barbie became the
new president, and the vice

president position was given
to Georgia Hill.
This year, NEED plans on
repeating their success of last
year with Earth Week activities and Recyclemania. Future
plans include looking into getting wind power generators
installed to make the MSUM
campus more self-sufficient
and energy effective.

matches, griping about flaws
with the other Halos and
making fun pop culture references as the night progressed
and more and more people
showed up.
By 10:30 p.m., the crowd had
grown to approximately 100
persons, with the line extending to the edge of the strip
mall the store was located in.
With that many people, and
the weather being a bit temperamental, the gamers started to grow restless.
The arrival of several quite
inebriated people also added
to the tension mounting with
the anxious crowd. They
began looking at their watches
with anticipation as 11 p.m.
rolled around.

extended into the parking
lot and into the adjacent lot,
adding up to more than 200
people.
Activity inside the store told
the waiters that salvation was
nigh. Then 12:01 a.m. hit and
the crowd went nuts as the
doors opened.
The gamers were ushered
through quickly, but not before
a nice array of Mountain Dew
was offered to them. The hill
of Halo games the employees had stacked quickly disappeared. No gamer stuck
around long, as they rushed to
their cars, antsy to play their
recent purchase. And who
can blame them?

Release

At 15 minutes to midnight,
the line extended past the
sidewalk of the strip mall and

Paulson can be reached
at kalvalin@yahoo.com.

Payoff

Three and a half hours of
standing in the damp night
waiting for a video game:
totally worth it. Popping the
game in, the familiar chorus
music greets gamers.
Starting the solo campaign,
one doesn’t know what to
expect. “Wow” is an accurate
word to describe the game.
Detail was of the highest quality present in any game of the
past few years.
This includes graphics as
well as sound. But one of
the most pleasant aspects of
the game was the voice cast.
Returning as the Master Chief,
Steve Downes leads a cast
of many that includes Keith
David, Ron Perlman and most
of the cast of the late TV show
“Firefly” and “Red Vs. Blue.”
As Kadrmas said earlier
that night, “Based on pre-sales
and hype alone, this game will
make history. Not just video
game history, but entertainment history.”
There is no doubt that that
will be true, especially with
all the fans who were willing
to go the distance.
Heesch can be reached
at maxheesch@hotmail.com.
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Naturalization ceremony welcomes all
By LINDSAY CRAFT
Staff Writer

				

jon lambert / advocate photo editor

U.S. District Judge John Tunheim swore in 31 people during a naturalization ceremony on Sept. 19 in
the CMU Ballroom. About 400 friends, family members, students and faculty attended the event.

Becoming ‘brothers and
sisters in citizenship’
By PETE KLECKNER
Staff Writer

U.S. District Judge John
Tunheim swore in 31 people
from 13 countries who took
the oath of citizenship last
Wednesday in the CMU ballroom, while in different parts
of the country, others were
doing the same.
When their country’s name
was read, each stood up; their
countries flags draped on the
walls nearby.
The ceremony, which is usually conducted in a federal
courtroom, was held on campus in agreement with Judge
Tunheim and his staff, as part
of the university’s annual
Constitutional Law Series.
While reminiscing about his
own ancestors who immigrated here from Scandinavian
countries several years prior,
Tunheim encouraged the new
citizens to remember their culture and heritage.
“We’re a stronger country
because of you,” he said, “as
brothers and sisters in citizenship.” Judge Tunheim said
he’s done this ceremony about
70 times in the last 12 years
since becoming a judge.
“Becoming a citizen of the
United States is easier than
in other countries,” said
International Relations professor Andrew Conteh, who
became a citizen ten years
ago.
The requirements for becoming a citizen is five years of
legal residency and be physically present in the U.S. for at
least 30 months of that period;
be of good moral character
for five years; be able to read,
write, speak and understand
words in the English language; be willing to support
and defend the Constitution

of the U.S.; knowledge and
understanding of U.S. history
and government; and take the
Pledge of Allegiance.
In closing the 30 minute ceremony, Tunheim granted the
candidates’ citizenship and
honored all name changes.
He encouraged them to participate in democracy, as they
now have the equal right to
vote, as well as to serve on a
jury if asked.
Each person received a certificate of citizenship and a
congratulatory handshake
from the judge. Later, many
stayed nearby to have pictures
taken with him, on this commemorative event.

Kleckner can be reached
at klecknpe@mnstate.edu.

On Sept. 19, Ali Mohamed
Wardon stood among 30 other
new citizens as they recited
oaths during a naturalization ceremony in the CMU
Ballroom.
“I came here for peace and
life,” Wardon said. “I’m so
glad because this was my
dream for many years.”
Wardon came to the U.S.
from Somalia in July of 2001.
Wardon said that his plans
as a citizen are to bring his
daughter and the rest of his
family to the United States.
Although Wardon is now a
citizen, his family still resides
in Africa. “Now they are in
Kenya,” he said.
Wardon is looking for sponsors to help him bring his family to the United States.
After the new citizens took
their oaths, U.S. District Judge
John Tunheim shared his own
thoughts about immigration.
“I assure you that you are
not alone. America is, in all
respects, a nation of immi-

grants. At some point in time,
all of us and our ancestors
came from somewhere else,”
Tunheim said.
Tunheim also shared the
story of his ancestors’ immigration to the United States.
He gave the new citizens
advice that his great grandmother had also given her
children.
“She wanted them to
become good citizens of their
new country, but not to forget where they came from,”
Tunheim said. “And I think
that’s good advice for all of
you too.”
Also, President Roland
Barden and Concordia’s
President Pamela Jolicoeur
wished their congratulations
to the new citizens and gave
them their best wishes.
“We are, in this region, a
people familiar with the experience of new Americans,”
Barden said.
More than 400 family members, students and faculty
attended the event.
Craft can be reached
at craftli@mnstate.edu.
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Dragons offense, Long explode for 42 points
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Enol Gilles had 16 carries for 104 yards and a touchdown during
the Dragons’ 42-18 victory against Wayne State College.
By Ryan Stieg
Staff Writer

After struggling against
defending conference champ
Bemidji State, the Dragon
offense exploded for 475 yards
and scorched the Wayne State
Wildcats 42-18 to get their first
NSIC victory last Saturday.
Last year, the Dragons fell
behind the Wildcats early, and
then attempted a rally that fell
just short. This year, it was all
Dragons from the first time
they got the ball.
After stopping Wayne State
on their first drive, MSUM
drove 80 yards down the field
where sophomore Enol Gillies
plunged into the end zone
with an 8-yard touchdown
run.

The Wildcats would answer
back. A 17-play drive led to
a 19-yard field goal by Nick
Hope that cut the Dragon lead
to four. That was the closest the Wildcats would get as
the MSUM offense got into its
groove shortly after.
Senior Dustin Long would
end a 68-yard drive with a
35-yard strike to freshman
Curtis Bedgood, and on the
next drive, Long would hit
senior Bert Smith with a 45yard touchdown pass giving
the Dragons a 21-3 lead at the
half.

“We came out loose. We just
played hard, and got on a
roll,” Dragon offensive coordinator Joel Beard said.
The Dragon defense was
also very impressive, causing
two fumbles and sophomore
Marvin Anderson picked off
a Wildcat pass to keep their
offense in check.
“Our ‘D’ played really well.
They got us the ball back,
and gave us
Enol
a chance to
increase our
Gilles
lead,” Beard
• 5-foot-6-inch
said.
sophomore
M S U M
runningback
would continfrom West Palm
Beach, FL.
ue its offensive
domi• Had 118 carries
nance
in
the
and a team high
third quarter.
654 yards and
six touchdowns
Long
comin 2006 for the
pleted the first
Dragons.
drive of the
second half
• Named second
team All-NSIC in
in just four
2006.
plays, and he
did most of it on his own.
Long scrambled for a 67yard gain that would set up
a 9-yard touchdown pass to
Eric Eager.
After the Dragon defense
shut down the Wildcats again,
Long would again engineer
a long drive that culminated
with a 14-yard touchdown
pass to junior Bruce Green.
By the end of the third quarter, the Dragons had built an
insurmountable 35-3 lead.
Wayne State wouldn’t give
up, though. The Wildcats got
great field position to start
the fourth quarter and ended
up scoring on a 28-yard pass
from Silas Fluellen to Logan
Masters.
Wayne State also got some
help when an MSUM fumble
was recovered by the Dragons
in their own end zone, resulting in a safety. After that mistake, the Dragons kicked off,
and were burned by Frederic
Bruno who took the ball 86

yards to the house, cutting the
MSUM lead to 17.
Things were starting to look
interesting. However, the rally
would end there as on the
next drive. Long marched the
Dragons down the field and
hit sophomore Jabari Taylor
with a 20-yard touchdown
strike to make the final score
42-18.
Long would finish with 209
yards through the air.
The Dragon offense clicked
the entire game, and the running game showed dramatic
improvement from last weekend. MSUM gained 271 yards
on the ground, with most
coming from Long and Gilles.
Gilles finished with 104
yards rushing on 16 carries,
and Long finished with 126
yards, with most coming off
his big run in the third quarter.
“We executed very well,
and Dustin really helped us
out,” Beard said.
The MSUM defense also
played very well, limiting the
Wildcats to only 55 yards on
the ground and coming up
with three turnovers and two
sacks.
The Dragons will try to get
their second win in a row this
weekend as they take on the
Peacocks of Upper Iowa in the
homecoming game. Tomeo,
Beard and the Dragons are

focused on Saturday’s game.
“We need to be consistent,
and do the same stuff as last
week. We’ve got to keep getting better,” Beard said.
Game time is 1 p.m. on
Saturday at Nemzek Field.
Stieg can be reached
at stiegry@mnstate.edu.
MSUM , Wayne State
MSUM
WSC

7
3

14
0

14
0

7–42
15–18

Scoring Summary
MSUM - Gilles, Enol 8 yd run (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
WSC - Hope, Nick 19 yd field goal
MSUM - Bedgood, Curtis 35 yd pass from Long,
Dustin (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
MSUM - Smith, Bert 45 yd pass from Long, Dustin
(Wilcox, Kyle kick)
MSUM - Eager, Eric 9 yd pass from Long, Dustin
(Wilcox, Kyle kick)
MSUM - Green, Bruce 14 yd pass from Long,
Dustin (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
WSC - Masters, Logan 28 yd pass from Fluellen,
Silas (Hope, Nick kick failed)
WSC - TEAM safety
WSC - Bruno, Frederic 86 yd kickoff return (Hope,
Nick kick)
MSUM - Taylor, Jabari 20 yd pass from Long,
Dustin (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
TEAM STATISTICS
MSUM
WSC
First downs
22
19
Rushes-yards
42-271
27-55
Passing
204
235
Comp-Att-Int
25-17-0
40-22-1
Punts-Avg.
1-6
1-9
Fumbles-Lost
4-0
2-2
Penalties-Yards
4-27
6-48
Time of Possession
33:09
26:51
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING: MSUM-Long, Dustin 8-126; Gilles,
Enol 16-104; Wilks, Jr., Pri 7-43; Taylor, Jabari 1-10;
Bedgood, Curtis 5-10; Larson, Jesse 2-5;Kutz, Craig
2-minus 13; TEAM 1-minus 14.
WSC-Rhone, Travis 12-65; Meyer, Eric 3-minus
1; Bruno, Frederic 1-minus 1; Fluellen, Silas 11minus 8.
PASSING: MSUM-Long, Dustin 16-24-0-209; Kutz,
Craig 1-1-0-minus 5.
WSC-Fluellen, Silas 21-39-1-218; Happ, Justin 11-0-17.
RECEIVING: MSUM-Smith, Bert 5-67; Taylor,
Jabari 4-36; Green, Bruce 2-35; Bedgood, Curtis 135; Zander, Tim 1-13; Frost, Eric 1-9; Eager, Eric
1-9; Kannel, Casey 1-5; Gilles, Enol 1-minus 5.
WSC-Bruno, Frederic 7-37; Masters, Logan 4-63;
Perry, Robert 3-41; Locke, Brian 3-35; Chapman,
Brian 2-29; Massa, Ricky 1-17; Morrow, Stuart 1-8;
Rhone, Travis 1-5.
INTERCEPTIONS: MSUM-Anderson, Marvin 1-0.
FUMBLES: MSUM-Kutz, Craig 2-0; TEAM 1-0;
Gilles, Enol 1-0.
WSC-Fluellen, Silas 1-1; Meyer, Eric 1-1.

Homecoming 2007
Wrapping up a busy week
of homecoming, Dragon athletics will be in full swing on
Saturday.
A powderpuff football game
will kick the day off at 10 a.m.
on the Nemzek practice field.
The soccer team will take
the field at 11:30 a.m. against
Providence College.
The football team will
kick-off at 1 p.m. against the
University of Upper Iowa.

Last year, the football team
lost on homecoming to Wayne
State, 24-21.
Coach Damon Tomeo said
he is hoping for a good turnout from the fans to cheer on
the home team.
Homecoming week comes
to an end on Sunday, when the
soccer team hosts Concordia
University at 1 p.m.
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Volleyball team celebrates growth
By Tim Stulken
Staff Writer

Fans filtered into Nemzek
with painted faces, donning
the mighty red color, to cheer
the Dragon women’s volleyball team onto victory on Sept
22.
The Dragons defeated
Wayne State University, in
four games, winning the first,
third and fourth games.
Nationally
ranked
Southwestern Minnesota State
University defeated MSUM
the night before. The Dragons,
despite their loss, were happy
with the success on Sept. 22
and hope to improve.
“This weekend went well,”
junior Kelci Guenther said.
“We competed against national teams and it was nice to get
a win on Saturday.”
Sophomore Sam Bourcy
said that she felt that the team
played better as a team. She
hopes that the Dragons continue to play strong as a team,
with great chemistry.
“It’s great to be part of such
a nice team,” Bourcy said.
“The team has great chemistry
and it is a lot of fun.”
Senior
Carrie
Schwartzenberger agreed that
the team chemistry has been
improving and after that the
team is getting better playing
together. She said that they are
adjusting better to each team
they play.
The win on Sept. 22 began
with a 31-29 victory. Bourcy
said that everyone did what
they needed to do when they
were on the court.
The Dragons dropped their
next game 30-25. They followed it with victories of
31-29 and 30-22 for the win.
This added win increased the
team’s record to 9-4 overall
and 4-2 in NSIC.
“We weren’t doing so well
in the beginning in conference
play,” Schwartzenberger said.

“Now we are getting better
as we play more games and
practice more.”
Guenther agreed that the
team’s success has been a long
time coming.
“There have been some ups
and downs,” she said. “We
have the potential to be the
best. We need to work hard
though to end up on top.”
Junior Megan Norling had
25 kills against Wayne State
and 18 against the Mustangs
on Friday.
Freshman Laura Tvrdik had
a total of 15 kills the same day.
Senior Julie Vancura delivered
30 digs and 105 assists over
the weekend.
“We hope to continue to

				

improve through each match,
each game and each practice,”
Bourcy said.
“Personally,
everyone
wants to be successful.”
Schwartzenberger said. “If we
get better with each match
we will end the season on a
high note. Things are already
going the direction we want
them to.”
The Dragons hope to defeat
both Northern State University
and University of St. Mary
this weekend. The team next
hosts Bemidji State University
on Oct. 3.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu.
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Senior Julie Vancura celebrates with her teammates as the
Dragons defeat Wayne State last Saturday.

NSIC plans expansion in 2008
By Nick Weaver
Staff Writer

The NSIC Conference will
expand when four schools join
the conference on July 1, 2008.
The joining schools are
Augustana
College,
the
University of Minnesota
Duluth, Minnesota State
University Mankato, and St.
Cloud State University.
They will become the first
schools to join the NSIC since
the University of Mary and
Upper Iowa University joined
in 2006. This expansion will
push the number of schools in
the NSIC to 14, making it one
of the largest conferences in
Division II.
All four of the schools joining are currently members of
the North Central Conference.
The NCC currently has seven
schools, but all are changing
conference affiliations and the
conference will no longer exist
as of July 1, 2008.
Before the expansion,
MSUM was the second largest
school in the NSIC by enrollment, behind only Winona
State University.
Three of the four new
schools have a higher enrollment number than MSUM,

Augustana is the exception.
The expansion will have
an effect on the schedules for
the various sports. Starting in
2008, the basketball, volleyball
and soccer teams will not play
every team in the conference
twice.
The football schedule will
be affected by the new 14team conference. The schedule
will now be made up of 10
conference games and 1 nonconference game. The Power
Bowl seems the likely game as
the non-conference game.
Athletics Director Doug
Peters said: “Hopefully it will
continue to be the Power Bowl
We have signed a contract for
2008, we are starting to talk
about 2009 and trying to put
things in place.
“It’s a great rivalry game. I
think it’s great for both of our
athletic programs, and really
great for both of the schools.
So, we will play that one as
long as we can.”
The NSIC is discussing a
plan that would break the conference into two divisions for
football.
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Now Hiring
Looking for energetic students to
work early evening hours cleaning
office buildings. Shifts start after
5 pm and are 2 to 4 hours long.
Must be able to work Monday thru
Friday, with every weekend off.
Apply in person at PBS, 3431 4th
Avenue SW, Suite C.
The FARGODOME is accepting
applications for part-time employment in the following positions:
• Custodians
• Stage Hands
• Conversion Workers
• Cashiers
• Servers
• Warehouse Workers
Hours vary according to event
schedules. Applicants are encouraged to fill out applications at
the FARGODOME, 1800 North
University Drive, Fargo, ND> No
phone calls please. Equal
Opportunity Employer.
Servers, Liquor Store Clerks and
Door People. Apply At Chub’s
Pub 421 N University Drive
Fargo, ND. 701-235-8425.
DJ’s Needed!! DJ’s needed for
new multi-unit club concept. Must
have music knowledge from the
70’s through today. Good mic
skills and a great attitude a must.
Ability to follow a format is required. To explore your potential,
contact Keith at 701-261-8278.
Old Broadway is hiring bartenders, doorman, day servers, and
night servers. Night servers start
at $6.00 per hour plus tips. Apply
in person at 22 Broadway, Fargo,
ND.

For Sale

1999 Ford Taurus SE. Newer
tires. New windshield. New
starter. 3-year-old transmission.
$2900. 218 498-2168.

Travel
* #1 Spring Break Website! 4 & 7
night trips. Low prices guaranteed.
Group discounts for 8+. Book 20
people, get 3 free trips! Campus
reps needed. www.StudentCity.
com or 800-293-1445.
Spring Break 2008 Sell Trips,
Earn Cash, Go Free! Best Prices
Guaranteed to Jamaica, Mexico,
Bahamas, S. Padre and Florida.
Call for group discounts. 1-800648-4849 www.ststravel.com

Now Renting
2 bedroom apartment. 4 blocks
from college. $550 rent. No pets,
no smoking. Close for shopping.
218-790-1755.
FEMALE ROOMATE! 1/2 block
from MSUM campus. Private bedroom. Private parking. Non smoking. College student only please.
$400 includes all utilities! Call
Teresa at 701-371-9183.
2 Bdrm, ht&wat pd, balcony,
controlled access and coin op
laundry, off street parking. 1 month
free with year lease. 218-236-0375
or 701-491-7000.
3 bdrm near campus, $1000/month
utilities included (218) 287-1290

Misc.
Getting married? New parent?
Make sure your loved ones are
covered financially. Free life insurance quotes for $25k-$250k plans.
Cancer policies also available. Call
Dan (218) 866-4572.
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parking lot, from front
Parking is a common problem at MSUM, whether it is
the lack of convenient spaces
or the expense of getting a
good spot.
With the new parking lot
and its short-term parking,
drivers can run in and out of
campus buildings much more
efficiently.
Aesthetically, the area
might not be so appealing.
Sogn explained that after the
construction, the university
would make the area beautiful

NSIC, from page 13
There will be north and
south divisions, with seven
teams put in each division.
Despite the two divisions
there will not be a conference
championship game.
Football coach Damon
Tomeo does not expect the
expansion to affect recruiting,
because the number of schools
in the region will not change.
He said that it could help
recruiting because the other
schools will no longer be able
to use a conference parody
argument in recruiting since

in many ways by landscaping
around the lot, just as they
have done before.
While visiting campus on
Tuesday, Hazel Houkom, an
alumna who graduated in
1983, said that she felt very
sad about seeing the loss of
any trees.
“Trees are so close to my
heart,” Houkom said. “One
thing that bothers me about
current development these
days is that they want beauty
now, but no one is there to
care for (the trees) after they

have been planted.”
Houkom, a former local
schoolteacher, said while
she was a teacher, she never
missed celebrating Arbor Day
with her classes.
MSUM’s campus is surrounded by residential housing and is running out of places to park.
Michael Parsons, dean of
education and human services, said the issue is a two-way
street—or parking lot.
“(The MSUM community)
wants parking, but (the com-

they are now in the same
conference. “They are well
funded schools that are well
established in the region, and
it will be a challenge,” he
said.
The expansion should make
the NSIC Conference much
stronger in a number of sports.
It looks like it could be a very
strong conference for volleyball.
Three of the teams joining are ranked in the latest
Division II volleyball poll.
They will join a conference
who currently has two teams

ranked and a third just outside
the Top 25.
Soccer coach Rollie Bulock
believes that it will improve
the conference.
“It will definitely make our
conference a stronger conference, if not one of the best
conferences in Division II,” he
said.
He knows that it will not
make his team’s job any easier,
bringing in four solid soccer
programs.
Weaver can be reached
at lilw_24@yahoo.com.

munity also) wants green
space,” Parsons said. “There
is no way to recapture the
beauty immediately, that will
take years and years.”
Now that the lot’s trees
have all been removed, the
new parking lot is expected to
be finished and ready for use
by the end of October.

Johnson can be reached
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
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Planetarium hosts
blue light special
By KRISTEN UNDERDAHL
Staff Writer

What could you see if you
had X-ray eyes?
“Hotter than Blue,” a show
playing through Nov. 12 at
the MSUM planetarium in
Bridges, gives its audience an
X-ray experience.
Hotter than Blue explores
the electromagnetic spectrum
beyond blue light, the most
energetic of visible light, to Xrays and gamma rays, which
are invisible to the naked eye.
This multimedia presentation incorporates slides, video,
and special effects projectors
to offer an entertaining and
educating experience.

A narrator, in this case a
notable television actress,
guides the viewers through
an exploration of high-energy
astronomy, a relatively new
field of study which has been
around for a little over 40
years.
The show looks at how Xrays and gamma rays are emitted by stars and other celestial
bodies. Black holes, supernovas, quasars, and hypernovas
are examined using special
telescopes that allow X-rays
and gamma rays to be seen.
The planetarium is used by
hundreds of MSUM astronomy students each year and is
also visited by grade school
students who sometimes trav-

el up to 100 miles to learn
about our galaxy and the stars
that comprise it.
Hotter than Blue shows at
2 p.m. on Sundays and 7 p.m.
Mondays. Ticket prices are
$3 for general admission and
$1.50 for children, seniors and
tri-college students.
Beginning Nov. 29 and running through Dec. 20, Star
of Bethlehem will be playing at the planetarium. This
show explores the mysteries
surrounding one of the most
famous celestial events in history.
Underdahl can be reached
at underkri@hotmail.com.
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alliance, from front

Freethought Alliance is gainFreethought meetings pro- ing members as well. So far,
vide a place for people to talk the organization’s Facebook
about their different religions, group has 58 members.
Freethought
Some of the
Don’t be afraid to
come, no matter group’s upcoming
A l l i a n c e
what your
Executive Board
discussion topics
ideology
is. We’re include “America
Member Tony
nonthreatening
Mansourian
as God’s Country,”
and we welcome
said.
“The War on
everybody.
An
anonyScience” and a
mous poll taken
conference about,
Tony Mansourian
MSUM junior
of about 20
“Sex, Sex and
members during
More Sex,” which
the group’s meeting on Sept. will be held at 8 p.m. tonight
6 found that the ideologies of (Thursday) in CMU 216.
the group’s members range
For more information, e-mail
from atheists to Christians to msumcfa@gmail.com. Weekly
Satanists, Mathison said.
meetings are Thursdays at 8
“We had about half theists p.m. in CMU 216, unless othand half nontheists (at the erwise listed.
meeting),” Johanson said.
“Don’t be afraid to come,
The following week, stu- no matter what your ideology
dents filled the room, with 28 is,” Mansourian, junior, said.
members attending the discus- “We’re nonthreatening and
sion about the Woronieckis.
we welcome everybody.”
On the Internet, the
Schafer can be reached

“

alyssa schafer / advocate editor

Junior Taaren Haak, top left, and other members of the Campus Freethought Alliance discuss the
impact of the Christian evangelist Woroniecki siblings’ campus visit during their Sept. 20 meeting.

at alyssaschafer@hotmail.com.

Adler Graduate School
Augsburg Graduate Programs
Bemidji State - Graduate School
Des Moines Univ., IA - College of
Health Sciences
Creighton Univ., NE - Pharmacy/
Health Professions
Hamline Univ. - School of Law
MN Paralegal Institute - Paralegal
Program
MSU Moorhead - Graduate Nursing
MSU Moorhead - Graduate School
NDSU, College of Agric., Food
Systems, Natural Resources
NDSU, College of Business
NDSU, College of Pharmacy,
Nursing, Allied Sciences
NDSU - Graduate School
Northern State Univ. - Graduate
Programs
Northwestern Health Sciences Univ.
Pacific University, Forest Grove, OR
Sioux Falls Seminary, SD
SCSU, School of Graduate Studies
The College of St. Catherine
Univ. of Denver, CO, Sturm College
of Law
U of MN - Carlson School of
Management
U of MN - College of Food, Agric. &
Natural Resource Science
U of MN - Human Resources &
Industrial Relations
U of MN - Humphrey Institute of
Public Affairs
U of MN - Law School
U of MN - Master of Accountancy
U of MN - School of Dentistry
U of MN - School of Public Health
U of MN - The Graduate School
UND - Graduate School
UND - Engineering & Mines
UND - School of Law, Grand Forks
USD - Graduate School, Vermillion
USD - Occupational Therapy
USD - School of Medicine/Basic
Biomedical Science
U of St. Thomas - Accountancy
U of St. Thomas - MBA Full-time
U of St. Thomas - School of Law
United Theological Seminary of the
Twin Cities
U.S. Army Healthcare Team,
Bloomington

